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EDUCATION SUPPORT SCHOOLS, MEDICAL SERVICES FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 

1904. Dr Woollard to the Minister for Disability Services 

(1) Will the Minister advise if the Disability Services Commission is withdrawing medical clinical services 
from all education support schools for disabled students? 

(2) What alternative plans are in place and how will parents/carers obtain regular ongoing medical advice 
and special medication not available through normal pharmacies? 

(3) If the services are being withdrawn, why wasn’t there extensive consultation with parents, carers, 
school nursing staff and doctors? 

Ms McHALE replied: 

(1) The Disability Services Commission will not be withdrawing medical services currently provided to 
children with disabilities at education support schools.    

Rather than reducing medical services, the Commission will be implementing changes which will 
increase its capacity to support and promote the health and wellbeing of people with disabilities 
throughout the State.  During the next few months a new Health Resource and Consultancy Team will 
be established within the Commission. The aim of the new team will be to provide a greater level of 
support to the Commission's clients and also to community-based health services. 

Medical Officers from the Disability Services Commission currently provide a limited medical service 
to a small number of children with disabilities who attend three Education Support Schools – Kim 
Beazley, Malibu and Durham Road.  Currently, the amount of time spent by the Medical Officers in 
these schools would average in total less than one hour per week. The amount of time spent by the 
Commission's Medical Officers providing services to children in these Department of Education 
schools has been gradually reducing since the mid 1990s as more and more people with disabilities 
choose to access their local GP or local specialist. 

Despite the limited amount of time spent by the Medical Officers in these schools, the Commission will 
not be reducing the level of medical services which is currently available to children with disabilities 
who attend these Department of Education facilities. 

(2) Alternative plans are not required because there will be no change in the current level of medical 
services available to children in education support schools.  The changes which will be made over the 
next few months are designed to improve and increase the capacity of the Commission to support and 
promote the health and wellbeing of people with disabilities throughout Western Australia.  The 
Commission's new Health Resource and Consultancy Team will comprise a Health Information Co-
ordinator, a Health Care Plan Co-ordinator, two GP and Hospital Liaison Officers, Medical Specialists, 
a Health Promotions Co-ordinator and a Health Services Training Officer.  The team will also continue 
to provide Medical Officer services as well as specialist Neurology and Audiology services.  
Importantly, these changes will not result in any reduction in the current level of service to children or 
adults with intellectual disabilities. 

(3) No services are being withdrawn so families who currently receive services will not experience any 
reduction in services.  However, the Commission has consulted widely in developing the plan for the 
new and improved health resource and consultancy team. A number of families, health professionals 
and community members throughout country and metropolitan areas of the State have been consulted 
over the past two years.  During these consultations the Commission received a clear message that it 
should be doing more to support people with disabilities to access community-based doctors and other 
health professionals.  As more and more people with disabilities are choosing to go to their local 
General Practitioner and other community-based health services, it is important that the Commission 
has the capacity to provide information, support and expertise.  The new Health Resource and 
Consultancy Team will enable the Commission to support more people with disabilities and the local 
medical staff who can support them. 

 


